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Pantheon by popular election, as elsewhere throughout Asia,
but are appointed by the Government, it is obvious that they
must be in some degree under ministerial influence. A re-
markable personage, whether he be eminent for bravery, virtue,
public charity, or any other notable characteristic, may be
honoured after death by deification at the hands of the Imperial
Court; whereby the State rewards a distinguished public ser-
vant or private benefactor, and at the same time retains Ms
interest and goodwill in " another place/' and in a higher and
broader sphere of usefulness.

To begin with the ordinary and numerous decrees acknow-
ledging the good services of deities. *c The Governor-General
of the Yellow River (says the Gazette of November, 1878) re-
quests that a tablet may be put up in honour of the river god.
He states that during the transmission of relief rice to Honan,
whenever difficulties were encountered through shallows, wind,
or rain, the river god interposed in the most unmistakable
manner, so that the transport of grain went on without hin-
drance. Order : Het the proper office prepare a tablet for the
temple of the river god."

" A memorial board is granted," says the Gazette of April,
1880, "to two temples in honour of the god of locusts.
On the last appearance of locusts in that province last
summer, prayers were offered to this deity with marked
success."

February, 1880. A decree ordering the Imperial College of
Inscriptions to prepare a tablet to be' reverently suspended in
the temple of the Sea Dragon at Hoyang, which has manifested
its divine interposition in a marked, manner in response to
prayers for rain. In another Gazette the Director-General
of Grain Transports prays that a distinction be granted to
the god of winds, who protected the dykes of the Grand Canal;
whereupon the Board of Eites is called upon for a report.
Also the river god is recommended for protecting a fleet carry-
ing tribute rice; and the god of water gets a new temple by
special rescript. In fact, decrees of this kind, which merely
convey .public recognition of services rendered by the State
gods, appear in almost every issue of the Gazette*